MASSACHUSETTS ADMINISTRATORS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION
October 19, 2018 Statewide Conference
College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts

“Starting the New School Year Strong and Informed”
What Special Education Administrators & School Teams Need to Know
BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 9:00AM WITH:
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Featuring Commissioner Jeffrey C. Riley, MA DESE
Welcome to the New School Year: Together We Begin!
SESSION FOCUS:
Commissioner Riley will highlight his vision for what’s next in public education in Massachusetts as he begins his new
position as the state's chief executive officer of public schools, including ideas on the direction of special education,
educating all Massachusetts students, and the unique role of local leadership in Massachusetts schools

KEYNOTE PRESENTER:
Jeffrey C. Riley, M.Ed., Commissioner, Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, former
teacher, principal and superintendent
Followed by:

“A Message from The Honorable Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker”
<><><><><><><><><><>

PLENARY SESSION:

A New School Reality - Developing Proactive School Cultures:
Assessing Student Threat Risk and School Safety
Making Effective Use of the Department of Homeland Security’s Threat Assessment Model
SESSION FOCUS:
In the growing need for increasing and predicting school safety, there is a significant need to provide proactive student
assessments regarding threat risk to enhance student and school protections. This session will focus on understanding
the need for Threat Assessments and their appropriate administration. There will be discussion on how to implement
an effective Threat Assessment for student behavior and development of a safety plan for all students and staff in
school settings that is modeled and aligned with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Threat Assessment
model. Additionally. this session will highlight proactive strategies and techniques to securing student and school
safety measures.

PRESENTER:
Dr. Jean Lindquist Grady, Psy.D, Director of Clinical and Related Services, Central Massachusetts Special Education
Collaborative, Adjunct Professor at Assumption College, Board member of the Massachusetts Society for a World Free
of Sexual Harm by Youth, and assessment expert on risk/violence and sexually harmful behaviors to youth within the
State of Massachusetts
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PLENARY SESSION:

“Legal and Legislative Matters Matter” - Knowledge is Power
SESSION FOCUS:
This program segment will highlight current legal and legislative updates for the Fall 2018, targeting new BSEA and
federal court decisions, as well as recent proposed and enacted legislation effecting school districts. Additionally, the
session will provide an overview of “hot topics in education law” to provide you and your special education teams with
proactive approaches to begin the new school year. Discussion will focus on strategies and techniques for advocacy for
student and school district needs.

PRESENTER:
Paige Tobin, Esq., Murphy, Lamere and Murphy, PC., legal and legislative expert in special education, counsel to
Massachusetts school districts and consultant to the Massachusetts Administrators for Special Education

… continued …

BREAKOUT SESSION:

The Offline Consequences of Students’ Online Actions
SESSION FOCUS:
This proactive guidance session, based on a model developed by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children,
is designed to share strategies to protect our students when online, no matter how they access the internet. No matter
what our students like to do online, they face the issues of: (1) inappropriate content, (2) online privacy, (3) sexting,
(4) online sexual solicitation and (5) cyberbullying. This presentation will assist you and your staff on how to
appropriately educate and communicate with students (and their families) specific to these risks and provide
suggestions on the “do’s and don’ts” of school administrator responses if/when such issues arise.

PRESENTER:
Peter J. Pilla, Investigative Assistant, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Secret Service
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BREAKOUT SESSION:

Recognizing and Responding to Depression and Suicide Risk in Students
SESSION FOCUS:

Protecting the health and well-being of our students requires the establishment of procedures to prevent, assess the
risk, intervene in, and respond to student suicide attempts. This session will provide a basic overview of some of the
risk factors for suicide among youth, including depression, address best practices for assessing risk and strategies for
prevention in schools, and will provide useful resources for administrators who may have to respond to a sudden
student suicide in the school community.

PRESENTER:
Larry Berkowitz, MPA, Ed.D., Director and co-founder of Riverside Trauma Center, Part-Time Teaching Associate
in Psychology, Harvard Medical School, Member of the Executive Committee of the Massachusetts Coalition for
Suicide Prevention.
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BREAKOUT SESSION:

Social-Emotional Learning in Diverse Communities
SESSION FOCUS:
Preparing students for life-long success requires developing not only academic prowess, but their ability to navigate
the social world. Explicit Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) opportunities help students build these skills. This
interactive session focuses on the challenges of providing comprehensive SEL in diverse communities, and will
address the issues of culture, language and family engagement. The session will provide some suggestions/strategies
to assist in providing such services in diverse communities.

PRESENTER:
Meghan Singh, Ed.S., NCSP, Bilingual School Psychologist, Cambridge Public Schools, Nationally Certified School
Psychologist
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October 19, 2018
Massachusetts Administrators for Special Education Statewide Conference Schedule:
Buffet Breakfast: 8:00 am – 8:55 am
Program Begins: Promptly at 9:00am
Program Ends: Approximately 2:30 pm

